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But the law enjoins the doiog the works of the brave man.,
such as, not to desert one's post, nor to fly, nor throw away
one's arms 5 and the works of the temperate man, such as,
not to commit adultery, nor offer violence to any one,* and
the actions of the rneek^ as not to strike, nor revile \ so also
throughout the other virtues and vices, encouraging the one,
and forbidding the other; in a proper manner, the law
which Is properly enacted , but that which is hastily drawn
up, badly.

6. This justice therefore is perfect virtue: not simply so
however,, but relativelyk. And on this account justice ap-
pears frequently to be the most exalted of the virtues, and
neither morning dawn nor the evening star are so wonderful.
And we say in a proverb, <f Every virtue is collected in jus-
tice.1' And it is especially perfect virtue, because it is the
use of perfect virtue; and it is perfect, because he who pos-
sesses this is able to use virtue not only in himself, but to-
ward another also 5 for many are able to use virtue in their
private concerns, but in their dealings with others they can*
not* And for that reason the saying of Bias seems to be
good, that a public office will prove a man ; for he who
bears a public office is necessarily engaged with other men,
and is in society. For this very same reason also justice
alone, of the virtues, appears to be another man's good,
because it is applied to another 3 for it performs the things
advantageous to another, either his superior or the public*
He therefore is most depraved who applies his villany to-
himself and his friends j but he is best, not who applies his
virtue to himself, but he who does it to another; for this Is
a difficult task. This justice therefore Is not a part of vir-
tue, bat the whole of virtue; nor is its opposite, Injustice, a
part of vice, but all vice, In what however virtue and this
justice differs, Is evident from what has been said : for It is
the same in substance, but Its essence Is not the same; since,

fc Not that justice is tlie only virtue, which is relative; for liberality,,
magnificence, and several others arc so also; but if on account of the1
excellent nature of justice, we choose to call it perfect virtue, we must
add that it 1$ relative.